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How does someone
throw themselves
17’ into the air
with a stick? Jason
Scott seems to
have it down pat...
— See Center Spread
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Call Your Mother, she misses you...
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New CU Recycling Initiative
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· Kate Klein ·
Contributing Writer
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Domestic
News
The E.P.A., the Republican
Party, and child
pornography. What do
the three things have
in common? Nothing,
thankfully...
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Where’s the
A&E Section?
If you won’t believe that
“our dog ate it,” you’re
more than welcome to
hound the Managing
Editor (no pun intended)...
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Comic
Christianity
Some things are funnier
because they’re true. Like
the fact that unsaved
truckers have excessive
body hair...
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Cedarville
University’s
attempts to engage in campus-wide recycling have been
largely
ineffective—until
now.
To remedy a problem of
inadequate staffing, Cedarville hired Beth Dillon for the
position of Recycling Coordinator in December 2005. Dillon is working to thoroughly
improve the recycling system
on campus, finding new ways
to recycle, collect recyclable
items, and keep students informed and involved.
According to Paul Ware,
Supervisor of Landscape Planning and Recycling, the cost of
disposing trash keeps increasing as landfills are filled. As
a result, trash is getting more
expensive to dispose of. Dillon noted, “To save money,
we need to take stuff that’s
recyclable out of the trash, so
we can reduce the number of
dumpster dumps, or get smaller dumpsters. For the university, [recycling] is about reducing cost.”
The issue, however, is not
simply about saving money,
but also about being good
stewards of resources. Ware
said, “Our God is the one who

· Justyn Yager ·

So the joke is too old to
be funny. We just thought
we’d tell the three people
that hadn’t heard yet...

—PAGE 11

Cedar Faces
Dr. Charles Clevenger (8)
Claire Kaemmerling (9)

On March 3, 36 individuals became a team for a week
in order to minister to the
people of Eleuthra, Bahamas.
Through sand, scabies, and
sunburn they served.
This spring break’s team
to Eleuthra was one of the
largest teams ever sent out by

Contributing Writer

take me out
TO THE BALL GAME

see page 11
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made the environment. I don’t
want to give this issue over
to the liberals and radical left
wing people. We should be
the first ones involved. In this,
Cedarville is behind. We’re all
behind.”
Junior Betsy Verwys
agreed: “We have a whole
class on stewardship of the
body, and then our discussions of stewardship end there.
Diversity was a big campus
theme this year; maybe stewardship can be a theme next
year.”
Dillon plans to keep a frequently-updated web page of

items that can be recycled, and
to send out information via email to increase student awareness of the need for recycling.
Verwys agreed that increasing
awareness on campus would
make a difference. “I recycle
all the time at home,” she explained. “I would recycle here
if I knew about it, but no one
says anything. I figured that
they didn’t offer anywhere
for me to go with recyclable
stuff.”
“The thing about recycling
is that if you don’t make it easy
C ONTINUED
PAGE 2
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The end of the semester is quickly approaching,
which means final exams
are imminent. Students from
Lawlor to Murphy join in a
simultaneous frenzy to cram
all the knowledge they can
into their heads in one last
effort to boost their GPA. For
some, this is accompanied
by group study sessions with
friends; for others, it involves
all-nighters. For some, such
cramming sessions are not
enough. Fortunately, Cedarville offers a variety of meth-

10

· Nate Washatka ·
Not even Matt Shiraki could
recover from these numbers.
Several recent public opinion
polls indicate President Bush is
now facing his lowest approval
ratings, ever. A CBS News Poll
placed public approval of Bush
at 34 percent, while a CNN/USA
Today/Gallup Poll placed the same
figure at 36 percent. The CNN
poll also indicated that Bush’s disapproval rating is hovering around
60 percent.
The flurry of polls has come
amidst serious political challenges
for Bush and the Republicans,
including controversy over the
Dubai Ports deal and increasing

tension in Iraq. Late February also
marked the six-month anniversary
of Hurricane Katrina’s ravaging of
the Gulf Coast, an event which has
spurred renewed criticism over the
administration’s perceived lack of
preparation.
Bush’s ratings have been further damaged by the public’s increasingly pessimistic outlook on
the war in Iraq; nearly 80 percent
of respondents to an AP-Ipsos
poll—and 70 percent of Republicans—indicated that they believe
civil war will break out in Iraq.
Only 30 percent of respondents
to the CBS poll approve of how
President Bush is handling the
C ONTINUED
PAGE 2
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MIS. The team was so large it
had to be split to find travel accommodations. The first team
left Friday morning, and the
second team left early Saturday. The two teams were both
headed to the Eleuthra Bible
Training Center in the Bahamas.
The Bible Training Center
is the primary ministry of the
local missionaries. They train

local pastors and laypeople to
go into the churches on the island and teach the Bible to the
community. The team stayed
at the Bible Training Center
for the duration of the trip.
After the teams were united
Saturday evening they settled
into their dorms and prepared
for their week of ministry.
C ONTINUED
PAGE 4

ods to assist students who
need academic help. These
include the Academic Assistance Center, the Writing
Center, and the SGA tutoring
program.
The Academic Assistance
Center, directed by Kim Ahlgrim, is designed to cultivate
scholarship among all students, according to its mission statement. Also known
as “the Cove,” the center
offers a variety of programs
to encourage academic excellence. These include free
learning sessions with specialists, one-on-one tutoring,

ON

workshops, and assistance
for students with disabilities.
The Cove has blossomed
into one of Cedarville’s academic beacons. Alghrim
noted, “Last year, our department goal was ‘get established’ [...] looking to the
past and dreaming of the
future. This year, our department goal has been to get the
campus educated about who
we are and what we have to
offer.”
In addition to the staff-run
Cove, SGA offers students a
C ONTINUED
PAGE 4

I NFOR MING , E NCOUR AGING & I NSPIR ING

· Heidi Charlton ·
Staff Writer

National Library Week will
be held April 2-8 this year. The
theme for the Cedarville University Centennial Library’s celebration is “Library Power.”
Nearly 50 years ago, the
American Library Association
(ALA) sponsored the first National Library Week in an effort
to “celebrate the contributions of
[the] nation’s libraries and librarians and to promote library use
and support. All types of libraries—school, public, academic

and special—participate.”
According to research conducted in the mid-50s, “Americans were spending less on
books and more on radios, televisions, and musical instruments.
Concerned that Americans
were reading less, the ALA and
the American Book Publishers
formed a nonprofit citizens organization called the National
Book Committee in 1954.” The
committee’s goals were ambiC ONTINUED
PAGE 3
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Track Teams Land Four
NAIA All-Americans

Cove Helps Students Prep for Finals
· Bethany Sibbitt ·

ISS.

National Library Week: April 2-8

Eleuthera Team Itches to Serve
Contributing Writer

The Baseball
Bus Caught
On Fire...

JOSH WILCOX | CEDARS
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Bush’s Ratings Lowest Yet
Staff Writer

Partly Cloudy
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· Jim Sawin ·
Sports Editor

As the track and field squad
approached East Tennessee
State University in Johnson
City, all eyes were set on the
enormous dome they would be
competing in during the weekend. The stadium, which holds
15,000 people in the stands
alone, hosted 163 teams who
all came to compete at one of
the biggest track meets of the
year, NAIA Indoor Nationals.
The men finished 14th out of
84 teams while the women tied
for 21st out of 79 schools.
The women’s 4x4 relay
team consisting of Courtney
Reid, Keri Hilty, Elise O’Neal,
and Marla Rice got the ball
rolling for the Yellow Jackets
on Thursday night. They ran
a school-record time of 3:59,
which placed them 11th overall.
“I was so proud of the performances of each girl running
on the relay,” said Hilty. “We
showed that we could run with
anybody in the NAIA and that
we will be ready come outdoor
NAIA’s.”
The relay girls broke the ice
for the rest of the Cedarville
squad competing on the week-

O NE HU NDR ED YE A R S !

end. Joel Smith was the first
Yellow Jacket to receive AllAmerican status as he cleared
a season best 6’9¾” in the high
jump to place 5th in a highly
competitive event.
“Given how my indoor
season had gone, I was pretty
satisfied with my performance.
However, I was disappointed I
didn’t break the school record,
this being my last collegiate
season.”
It was the second straight
year that Smith became an
Indoor All-American by placing in the top six. Last year,
Smith placed 3rd with a jump
of 6’10¾”.
Cedarville had many other
great individual performances
on Friday. Freshman Kelly
Steingass started off the Cedarville squad on Friday afternoon
in the 3000 Meter Race Walk
by breaking her personal best
time by over a minute. Her
16:42 effort was good enough
for a 10th place finish.
Ryan Bundenthal, Emily Peacock, and Keri Hilty all
broke school records in their
respective events. Bundenthal
C ONTINUED ON
PAGE 11
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World & Campus News

Is Gold Worth
its Weight?
· Joe Dugan ·
News Editor

From wedding bands to casual bling, gold is a high-end
staple of American jewelry.
We revel in its shine, we appreciate its pliability, and we
enjoy the social status that it
provides. What many Americans do not realize, however,
is that the gold mining industry is extremely hazardous. It
poses significant risks to the
environment, to miners, and
to their communities. The
dangers involved in harvesting gold heavily outweigh
any aesthetic “perks” it can
offer. As a result, I am convinced that we as responsible
college students should avoid
purchasing jewelry crafted
from newly-mined gold.
To understand the negative effects of gold mining,
we need to know a bit about
the process. After generations
of mining, most of the earth’s
raw gold has been depleted—
only an estimated 50,000 tons
remain. This isn’t the easily
accessible stuff of forty-niner
lore, either; the remaining
gold is spread thin, buried
deep under thick layers of
rock. Rather than chip away
with picks and axes, miners
resort to chemical processes
such as cyanide leaching to
extract the gold.
The problem with cyanide
leaching is that it is highly
inefficient. The most common process, “heap leaching,” results in 99.99 percent
waste. Much of this waste
is toxic solid matter, which
is frequently abandoned at
leach sites after the gold has
been sufficiently extracted
from the mine. Cyanide is extremely poisonous; a grainsized dose can kill a human,
and concentration levels of
one microgram per liter of
water can be fatal to fish.
Leaving this stuff around to

· Elizabeth Korver ·
seep into the soil and water
can only lead to devastation
and death.
Cyanide leaching does
not merely result in dangerous waste, but it also poses
extreme risks through potential spills. Because of the
geological alterations caused
by mining, it is easy to lose
control of the chemicals.
OXFAM reports that a dam
break in 1995 released 3 billion liters of cyanide-laden
solutions into major water
systems in Guyana, killing all
aquatic life in the Omai River
and leading to a major health
crisis for local ecosystems
and human populations.
Extraction isn’t the only
dangerous process related to
the harvesting of gold. Despite technological improvements, smelting technology
continues to pose significant
health risks to surrounding communities through
the debris it produces. For
example, a study conducted
by the Peruvian Ministry of
Health found that 99 percent
of children in the gold-mining town of La Oroya suffer
from moderate to severe lead
poisoning resulting directly
from the toxic dust released
into the air through the smelting process.
I will be perfectly frank—
it is difficult to think about
matters of social consciousness when I’m shopping for
a bracelet for my girlfriend.
But while gold glimmers seductively beneath the cold
glass exteriors of jewelry
counters, thousands of impoverished people in mining
communities are suffering as
a result of our Western attraction to this shiny metal. In the
end, the choice is clear—gold
is simply not worth the inordinate costs.

C ONTINUED FROM R ECYCLING ON FRONT PAGE

for people, they aren’t going to do it,” Dillon said. Her plan is
to provide so that “it will only take a couple of seconds to stop
and sort trash.” To make recycling easier, Dillon hopes to have
recycling bins in the lounges and laundry rooms of every dorm
by fall. Further, she said, “we’re looking into getting the students
a truck from Goodwill for stuff they don’t want to bring home
with them at the end of the year. We’d also like to look into composting, because there’s so much food thrown away in Chuck’s.
And hopefully we’ll be able to compost pizza boxes and paper
towels in the future.”
Dillon believes that as students gain awareness of recycling
opportunities, more opportunities for recycling will become
available. She concluded, “We’re open to suggestions for improvement. I’d love to hear what people think.”
C ONTINUED FROM WHITE HOUSE ON FRONT PAGE

Iraq war.
The polls have Republicans
scrambling to bolster public
opinion of their party before
November elections, when
Democrats will make a push
to gain legislative seats in national elections. Compounding
the problem for Republicans is
Vice President Cheney’s 18 percent approval rating, a number

INTERNATIONAL CULTURE : North Africa

unmatched in meagerness by
any of his predecessors.
The Bush Administration’s
unpopularity has many wondering whether the President will
rearrange his cabinet in an effort to regain public confidence.
But Bush has denied the suggestion that changes are in store
and has thus far resisted major
overhauls.

Int’l Culture Beat

It has happened again. Twenty-four
Africans drowned in the Atlantic Ocean
this past week. No one knows who they
are or what countries they represent.
Even life jackets did nothing to protect
them against the unrelenting waters and
storms or preserve their individual life
stories.
These Africans are just a few of the
hundreds that die every year attempting
to cross from destitute Africa into the
“promised land” of Europe. Historically,
Morocco and Western Sahara have been
identified as the points d’embarquement
for illegal African immigrants. But another African country, located east of
Western Sahara and south of Morocco
and Algeria, has become increasingly
recognized for its role in the growing
tragedies of immigration.
Mauritania, once a colony of France,
now calls itself an Islamic republic;
however, it is still an autocratic state
attempting to deal with major ethnic
tensions between the black population

and various Arab-Berber groups. Traditional problems plaguing the world’s
developing countries, such as economic
mismanagement and the inability to
achieve sustainable growth, are rampant here. Even though the government
rhetorically emphasizes the reduction
of poverty, the improvement of health
and education, and the promotion of
business privatization, Mauritania is
one of the least developed countries in
the world. An astounding 50 percent
of the Mauritanian population—or up
to 80 percent in rural areas—lives beneath the poverty line on less than $1.00
per day.
Nouakchott, the Mauritanian capital
city, is a magnet to many African refugees fleeing the ravages of war, poverty,
famine, and disease within their home
countries for a couple of reasons. First,
it is in Nouakchott that the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) provides recognized refugees with much-needed financial assistance. Further, Nouakchott is located
on the Atlantic coast and is thus con-

sidered a prime push-off point for immigrant hopefuls.
El Pais, a Spanish daily periodical,
estimated that there are “nearly half a
million would-be immigrants gathered
[in Nouakchott] awaiting a chance to
travel to Spain.” Despite the extremely
high risks of attempting such a journey,
many refugees who wait on Mauritania’s coast will not be deterred.
It was off the coast of Nouakchott
that twenty-four of immigration’s most
recent desperate victims were found.
European officials are forming partnerships with northern African countries to help solve the problem of immigration. Unfortunately, the measures
they wish to implement, such as coastal
patrolling and the establishment of aid
camps, only address the symptoms and
not the disease. The fact remains that
the people of Africa will continue to risk
death and imprisonment in their flights
to Europe and elsewhere until the tides
of African warfare are stemmed.

International News
Compiled by Autumn West, Staff Writer

Belarus

Iraq

France

Afghanistan

The outcome of Sunday’s
Presidential election in Belarus
has been rejected by international observers, the European
Union, and the United States
who see the results as seriously
flawed.
Current President Alexander Lukashenko won around
82.6 percent of the total vote,
but Europe’s election-monitoring body stated that significant
harassment, detention of opposition voters, and obstruction
of independent monitors had
occurred.
Lukashenko’s victory has
inspired protests by opposition with over 10,000 people
initially gathering to demand a
fair election. By Monday, however, the number of protesters
had been cut in half, primarily
due to the large presence of riot
police on the streets.
Russia, a key ally of Mr. Lukashenko, sent its congratulations on the decisive victory
and good wishes for the president’s third term. The Russianled election observers declared
the elections open and transparent, and have joined Lukashenko in denouncing the
attempts of foreigners, specifically Americans, to dictate the
results of the elections.

The United States and
Iraq marked the third anniversary of the US presence
in the country on Monday
as violence continued within the nation. Many have recently insinuated that Iraq
is approaching a state of
civil war following a recent
increase in violence, religious tensions, and indecisive governance.
On Monday President
George W. Bush painted a
kinder picture highlighting
the advances made in democratic institutions, infrastructure, and education in
the past three years. However, former Iraqi Prime
Minister Iyad Allawi voiced
his fears over a possible
civil war within the nation
as roadside bombings and
the parliamentary deadlock
over a new Iraqi prime minister continued.
Despite the recent surge
in violence many Iraqis expressed hope for their country including a candidate for
Prime Minister—Ibrahim
Jaafari. “The road ahead
will be tough but the Iraqi
people have demonstrated
their bravery, determination
and resolve,” he stated.

France is facing continued
strikes and other protests
over a newly enacted law
which makes it easier for
French companies to dismiss
or fire younger workers. The
new law allows companies to
terminate employment in an
initial two year trial period
for workers under the age of
26, without having to explain
the decision.
The French government
argues that such a provision
would drastically reduce the
20 percent unemployment
levels among younger workers, but students and unions
argue that the measure will
allow companies to take advantage of younger workers.
The unions held demonstrations, strikes, marches, and
rallies last weekend and are
planning to continue to hold
such gatherings until the government listens to the hundreds of thousands of youths
expected to participate.
President Chirac has called
for discussion between the
unions and the government
but continues to maintain a
high level of support for the
law, stating that it will offer
needed flexibility in an extremely rigid market.

Bush, in fact, claims to be
relatively unbothered by the
poll results. In an interview with
ABC, Bush affirmed he pays
little attention to public opinion
polls, and that he remains satisfied with what political capital
he still possesses.
“I think the American
people—I know the American
people want somebody to stand
on principle, decide, make
decisions and stand by them,

and to lead this world toward a
more peaceful tomorrow. And
I strongly believe we are doing
that, and I’m—I got to tell you,
I’m enjoying it. It’s a fantastic
opportunity,” Bush said.
Despite Bush’s optimism,
Republican leaders remain
concerned about the public’s
perception of the party. The
conservative magazine Insight
recently speculated that Cheney
would step down later this year

in favor of a better-liked politician. Still mired in controversy
surrounding a shooting accident
in Crawford, Cheney is viewed
by many as a political liability
for the Republican Party.
Regardless of the action
Bush and Cheney take—or
don’t take—Republicans have
an uphill battle ahead of them
as they prepare for elections in
November and beyond.

Abdul Rahman converted
to Christianity from Islam
16 years ago in Pakistan
while working with a Christian aid organization. That
decision is now under scrutiny in an Afghani court
in a country governed by
Sharia law. This is the fi rst
such trial under the postTaliban government in Afghanistan; however, while
there have been significant
improvements in the country in regards to women’s
rights, there is still a heavy
conservative presence in the
judicial branch.
Mr. Rahman has long
been estranged from his
family and lost custody of
his two children, but he was
arrested last month with a
Bible in his possession and
charged with rejecting Islam. If convicted, Rahman
will face the death penalty.
The judge in the case has
stated that the trial will be
fair and that Mr. Rahman
will be asked to reconsider
his conversion. Judge Ansarullah Mawlazezadah told
BBC that, “We will invite
him again because the religion of Islam is one of tolerance. We will ask him if he
has changed his mind. If so
we will forgive him.” If the
accused refuses to recant,
then he will be penalized
accordingly.
Afghani President Karzai’s office has indicated
that they will not intervene
in the case. However, execution could set a dangerous precedent and anger
Western nations currently
supporting Karzai’s government.
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Social Science Dept. Makes Academic Impact
· Heidi Charlton ·
Faculty Scholarship Beat

The goal of the Social Sciences and
History department is to “develop ethical
and capable professionals who can refine
and integrate a Christian world and life
view with their respective fields as they
serve in a multicultural society and the
global community.” Social Science and
History faculty take this mission statement seriously and are aptly modeling professionalism and ongoing involvement in
their fields outside of their responsibilities
as faculty on Cedarville’s campus.
Dr. Susan Warner, Associate Professor
of Sociology, is currently involved with
several projects. Warner recently began a
new phase of her doctoral dissertation research on homeless women in transitional
housing in Akron. Warner and a colleague
from Akron are doing qualitative comparison research in Cincinnati with women
who are voluntarily homeless.
In addition to her research, Warner
has also recently published an article with
her daughter Colleen about the effects of
gender ideology on career aspirations.
Warner’s daughter, a Cedarville University graduate, interviewed seven hundred
Cedarville students through an online survey during her time on campus. She found
that students with more egalitarian leanings tend to have higher career aspirations.
Likewise, interviewed faculty showed
similar trends.
Warner is also involved with the minority learning community at Cedarville.

She and several other faculty members,
including Dr. Tim Gombis and Professor
Derrick Green, have been striving to create an environment where students can
feel welcome and build a sense of community inside and outside of the classroom.
Warner and her colleagues have seen that
when minority students attend four or
more community building sessions within
the first five to ten weeks at Cedarville,
their retention rate is nearly perfect. Because the program has been so successful, Warner and Green have been asked
to present their findings to the Ohio Foundation for Independent Colleges board on
March 29.
Dr. Thomas Mach, Associate Professor of History, recently submitted a manuscript to the Kent State University Press
on the life of George Hunt Pendleton, a
nineteenth-century politician born in Cincinnati. Mach previously published two
other articles on Pendleton, commenting
that “I found him to be a fascinating topic
because he was ideologically driven. His
ideas were often flawed, and I found some
of his positions repugnant, but there is
something valuable about a politician who
is an ideologue.” Mach also recently published an article in the Journal of Religion
and Society on the impact of Christianity
in societal morality that he co-authored
with Dr. Moreno-Riaño and Dr. Mark
Smith.
In addition to serving as the lead author for the article published with Mach,
Dr. Gerson Moreno-Riaño is heavily in-

volved in the field of scholarship. He has
published several books in the past few
years, and has two coming out this year.
Moreno-Riaño also serves as a fellow for
the Center for Political Studies at Cedarville, as well as for the Center for the Study
of Democratic Citizenship at the University of Cincinnati. He has served as a faculty summer scholar at Calvin College and
a visiting professor at Central European
University in Budapest, Hungary.
Dr. Mark Smith, Assistant Professor
of Political Science and the Director of
the Center for Political Studies, recently
co-authored a book chapter entitled “The
Religious Right and Its Role in Southern
Elections.” Published in 2005 by the University of Kentucky Press, the chapter explored the success rate of religious conservative candidates running for office in the
south. In addition, Smith has one article
currently under review and another in the
works. Finally, he is working on a book
about conservative Christians and politics
that will be ready for publication within
the next year or two.
Dr. David Rich, Assistant Professor of
Public Administration and Political Science, recently co-authored an article with
his wife Anne, who serves as Assistant
Professor of Accounting in the Business
department. Their article was published
and presented as part of the International
Academy of Business and Public Administration conference on January 4, 2006 in
Orlando, Florida.

Domestic News
· Meghan Bates ·
A federal appeals court blocked
the EPA from loosening clean air rules
on aging power plants, refineries, and
factories. Fourteen states brought the
lawsuit to the court. The White House
had placed these regulation changes on
its environmental priorities list. The
changes would have eased rules for
industrial facilities around the United

States.
The new rules would have allowed
plants to modernize without having
to install advanced pollution controls.
The Clean Air Act, written in 1990, is
800 pages long and stipulates that systems requiring more than routine maintenance must add devices which cut
pollution.
The court ruled on Friday that the
EPA rule changes violated the Clean

Air Act and only Congress can authorize such changes. This ruling is seen
as a major blow to the Bush administration and their efforts to “gut the law,”
according to New York Attorney General Eliot Spitzer. Spitzer calls it “a rejection of a flawed policy.” On the other
side, Scott Segal, director of the Electric
Reliability Coordinating Council, calls
it a “step backward in the protection of
air quality in the United States.”

Christian evangelical leaders have
warned Republicans that they must do
more to receive votes during the midterm elections. Congress, controlled
by Republicans, is being told that it has
not been doing enough for evangelical
Christians.
Evangelical Christian voters do not
feel that Congress is advancing their
interests, according to a recent opinion
poll. Fifty percent of evangelical Christians polled do not want Republicans

to remain the Congressional majority.
They see a lack of legislative progress
on such issues as same-sex marriages
and abortion. According to exit polls
taken during the 2004 election, threequarters of white evangelical Christians voted for George W. Bush. But
this number may drop significantly if
Congress fails to act and evangelical
Christians rally together.
In the upcoming mid-term elections Democrats need to win 15 seats

to control the House and six seats to
control the Senate. All 435 seats of the
House are to be contested in mid-terms
and 33 of 100 seats are to be contested
in the Senate. If evangelical Christians
do not feel that their “core values” are
being promoted, there is potential for a
shift of power in Congress.

Domestic News Beat

A group of 18 corporate giants plan
to share information and issue ceaseand-desist orders in order to stop people
trying to buy child pornography. The
group includes American Express, Bank
of America, and Citigroup, all of whom
intend to stop the use of credit cards to
buy child porn online. The Financial
Coalition Against Child Pornography
is working to fight the ever-increasing
market of child pornography online.
Ernie Allen, president of the National
Center for Missing and Exploited Children, estimates that the child pornography business has over 200,000 websites
selling images and raking in between
$20 and $30 billion a year. He says, “We
have no illusions we will make the problem go away, but if we can get the focus
back on the hard-core pedophiles, [the
problem] will be a much smaller magnitude, and we’ll be able to use more tra-

ditional means to track [pedophiles] and
bring them to justice.”
The man credited with starting the
new group is Sen. Richard Shelby ( RAL ). He met with the financial community leaders last summer to work on
a plan to stop the money flowing into the
child pornography business. “If people
were buying heroin and cocaine with
their credit cards, people would be outraged,” says Shelby. “This is worse.”
Visa has been working for years to
crack down on the use of their credit
cards to obtain images. They are now
searching 11 million Internet sites a day
to find their logo being used to sell child
porn.
“We have the right people involved
to strangle the flow of money,” Mr. Carlos Ortiz, a federal prosecutor, says. “I
sincerely think it’s going to make a difference.”

Organic Foods
Hit Mainstream
America
· Lyndie Grigorenko ·
Environmental Beat

The organic food industry
in the United States has blossomed within the last fifteen
years. Organic products have
moved beyond specialty stores
and farm markets and into
national grocery chains such
as Kroger. David Gagnon of
the Organic Trade Association observed, “The organic
food industry has seen a lot of
growth over the years. Since
1990 it has been growing at
about 20 percent per year.”
Organic food is produced
according to specific standards
that restrict or prohibit the use
of unnatural herbicides, pesticides, and additives. The goal
of organic farming is to produce food as naturally as possible. Organic produce is free
of residual nitrates from many
pesticides and GMOs (Genetically Modified Organisms),
both of which are commonly
used in conventional farming
methods.
Many supporters of organic produce are more interested
in staving off the long-term
effects of chemical herbicides
and pesticides than in the
health benefits of the organic
fruits and vegetables themselves. Organic foods do not
have an additionally nutritional nature; rather, they simply
retain the original nutritional
elements that other foods forfeit when exposed to artificial
chemicals. A review conducted by the Soil Association
in 2001 showed that organic
vegetables have higher levels
of vitamin C, magnesium, and
phosphorous than their artificially-raised counterparts.
Interestingly, many organic produce consumers claim
that their food tastes better,
perhaps due to the added attention organic farmers pay to
their produce.
Organic farming has tre-
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mendous benefits for the environment. Erosion, mineral
depletion, and contaminated
water can all result from conventional farming methods.
The natural fertilizers used in
organic farming do not release
into the soil or the air unnatural chemicals that can break
down the environment’s regeneration process.
Despite the significant advantages of organic farming,
the issue is somewhat complex. For one thing, organically-raised fruits and vegetables
are not always significantly
safer. The Washington, D.C.based Environmental Working Group released a report
claiming that certain foods
have a greater likelihood of
retaining unnatural herbicides
and pesticides, such as those
that might spread into an organic patch through air or soil.
Termed the “dirty dozen,” this
list of produce includes apples,
grapes, nectarines, peaches,
potatoes, spinach, bell peppers, and strawberries.
One might reasonably
conclude that it is still better
to consume organic foods,
because their concentration of
harmful chemicals is substantially lower. Yet there is a cost
factor to consider as well. Organic fruits and vegetables are
generally more expensive than
their conventionally raised
counterparts. Organic farming is labor intensive, with a
relatively low output ratio. A
Morgan Stanley study showed
that organic foods can be up
to 63 percent more expensive
than other comparable foods
sold in grocery stores.
Despite their costs, organic foods offer clear benefits to
individual health and to the
environment. In the end, it is
up to the consumer to decide
where her priorities lie.
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tious, ranging from “encouraging people to read in their increasing leisure time” to “improving incomes and
health” and “developing strong and happy family life.” Three years later, the committee developed a plan for
National Library Week based on the idea that once people were motivated to read, they would support and
use libraries. With the cooperation of the ALA and with help from the Advertising Council, the first National
Library Week was observed in 1958 with the theme “Wake Up and Read!”
“National Library Week was observed again in 1959, and the ALA Council voted to continue the annual
celebration. When the National Book Committee disbanded in 1974, ALA assumed full sponsorship” of the
program. Each April, libraries across the country participate in this celebration through various activities,
themes, and promotions.
This year, the Centennial Library will be focusing on “Library Power.” Their celebration will include daily
e-mail knowledge quizzes with power prizes for winners, and a “guess the number of power balls in the jar”
contest. Also, as part of the celebration, first graders from Cedar Cliff Elementary will come to the Curriculum
Materials Center for a story time on Tuesday, April 4. Kids will be greeted by a costumed character and then
enjoy stories read by students taking Cedarville’s Children’s Literature class.
Posters featuring student library assistants and information regarding library services will provide festive
décor for the entire week. Posters of Dr. and Mrs. Brown and Dr. Dixon will also be on display, while the new
book exhibit will be stocked with “Power Books” for students to enjoy.
An annual book sale will be held Monday through Thursday in the lower level of the Centennial Library
from 7:45 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. daily. New and donated books as well as books withdrawn from the library’s collection will be available for purchase. All proceeds from this year’s book sale will be donated to the Benjamin
Franklin High School Library in New Orleans to help rebuild their book collection. BFHS is one of the sites
where Cedarville students have focused their relief efforts by taking up the gym floor and relocating library
books. Additional monetary donations will be accepted at the Circulation Desk. The Greene County Public
Library System will also be participating in the effort to raise funds for damaged New Orleans libraries.
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· Melanie Frageorgia ·
Contributing Writer

Money. For many college students this is one of their greatest worries. But often the ones who make the difference are
people students do not even know, those who donate money for
Endowment Scholarships.
Endowment Scholarships are provided by generous donors
who give money to the school for the purpose of helping students. They are typically awarded on the basis of need or academic achievement.
A wide variety of endowment scholarships are available to
students. Many are major specific, and some require that at least
one year of school be completed. Many have a minimum GPA
requirement. Most of these scholarships do not require applications, and are instead awarded by the faculty of a specific department, or by the financial aid department. The vast majority
of awards given out on Honors Day are donor-funded.
In past years the number of scholarships has been rising.
“We’ve just been overwhelmed with the interest from donors,”
said Kimberly Longo, Assistant Director of Gift Planning and
Endowment. Since these scholarships do not come from Cedarville’s budget, they provide a way for the school to help students
who are struggling financially without raising tuition for the entire student body.
Donors frequently direct their contributions to areas that
reflect their interests. “Whatever a donor has requested, that’s
what we have to follow,” said Fred Merritt, Director of Financial
Aid. Some set up scholarships in memory of a loved one. “They
really just want to help students,” said Longo.
Students are encouraged to contact the Financial Aid department if they are struggling financially. “Quite often there
are resources we’re aware of that students aren’t,” said Merritt.
Though they cannot work miracles, department staff seek to do
whatever they can to help. “If there’s one thing I want students
to know, it’s that there are a lot of people who love you and want
to help you excel,” said Longo.
To apply for scholarships, go to the Financial Aid homepage
and look under Scholarships, then CU Endowments. For needbased scholarships students must be sure to submit the FAFSA
in a timely fashion.
ON

Worldview: A Brief History
· Steve Fladda ·
Contributing Writer

It seems strange to offer an explanation for a series of articles on “worldview.”
It also seems, however, that a brief apologetic is in order simply because Cedarville
students are so accustomed to the topic that
an article series might seem like overkill.
Students participate in worldview classes,
worldview chapel services, worldview
conferences—this article series is justifiable, however, because it moves in a different direction than the status quo.
Although most Cedarville students
are familiar with a particular brand of the
concept, many overlook the much broader
historical context. Hopefully even a short
study of this kind can widen understanding, mature positions, and provide a better

footing to discuss “worldview” in a more
global context.
Numerous sources present food for
thought for this article series; these range
from academic papers to surveys, from
historical texts to texts written about history. No philosophical concept arises in
a vacuum or stands isolated from other
ideas. For example, evangelicals did not
randomly or arbitrarily commence a discussion about worldviews one day; when
the concept arose in the popular Christian
consciousness, it was not a completely
new idea. Even a casual reference to the
term thrusts one into a broad cultural dialectic.
The hope of presenting a short study
such as this one is that through it students
may be able to become, in some small

way, more committed in service to Christ.
Perhaps some will reflect upon the information presented in the articles to come;
this information may be helpful in conversation with non-Christian friends, encouraging humility and truth.
This series may also present material or an initiative for others who are researching similar topics, who may in turn
contribute more effectively to the ongoing conversation about “worldview” and
other elements of philosophical discourse
with regard to the Christian walk.
Finally, the study is designed to reveal
some of the strengths and shortcomings of
the concept in order to elicit a better understanding of the ideas, and to educate
students so they can avoid the mistakes of
the past.

RYAN PRINS | CONTIBUTED
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The group’s main priority was construction. Because the
housing for the missionaries who serve at the Bible Training
Center has long been inadequate, a major goal for the team
was to help complete a new house as quickly as possible. The
group spent most of their mornings and some of their afternoons
working to finish this house by doing things such as painting,
trim work, and browning. Concerning the progress made by the
team, Don Parvin noted, “It is astounding the amount of work
we got done; the missionaries were blown away.”
The secondary focus of the trip was to reach children of
the Bahamas by leading assemblies at local schools. The group
had the opportunity to put on three assemblies at P.A. Gibson
Elementary School and one assembly at Preston Albury High
School. The high school assembly included a Tae Kwan Do performance, a testimony, a skit, and some songs.
Team member Sarah Bayne noted, “My favorite memory
was walking into the high school knowing that EBTC had never
had this opportunity before, and realizing the enormity of our
program on so many different levels, and then being able to see
how God used the experiences that all of us had gone through in
life—often without really understanding exactly why. On that
day it all came together, and God used our experiences to impact
those kids’ lives and reminded me of how awesome God’s plan
is.”
The elementary assemblies featured skits, songs, and games
to teach the kids about the fruits of the Spirit. “The elementary
school assemblies were a little crazy,” said Ashley Gochenaur,
“but I really enjoyed visiting the elementary school. It was such a
refreshing time to just love on some kids who have been neglected at home. They soaked up the attention, and we were more
than willing to give it to them.”
In addition to ministry, the team had some leisure time to
enjoy the beautiful Bahamian Beaches. The group returned to
a dreary Cedarville on March 13, but the trip left a profound
impact on the people of Eleuthra and on the Cedarville participants. Dan Gifford put it well: “I knew that we would be doing a
variety of things to serve others, but I never could have imagined
the way that God would minister to my heart at the same time.”
C ONTINUED FROM SPRING A SSISTANCE ON FRONT PAGE

scholastic endeavors. The SGA Tutoring program is
a student organization that offers group tutoring sessions for a variety of classes. Tutors are carefully selected and work closely with the professors to explain
concepts, work through problems, answer questions,
and provide study tips. Heidi Abraham, the director of
SGA tutoring, believes that “the SGA tutoring program

Cedarville students experience the lighter side of helping victims of Hurricane Katrina.

Katrina: A Continuing CU Effort
· Janna Schwab ·
Contributing Writer

On March 4, 87 students and four
staff member met at 4:30 a.m. in DMC
224. Their mission: remove debris from
homes affected by Hurricane Katrina.
Taking one charter bus and six Cedarville vans, they arrived in Chalmette,
Louisiana shortly after midnight. Located two miles away from New Orleans,
Chalmette was 99 percent submerged
for two weeks after the hurricane hit.
During the week they were in Louisiana, the Cedarville team stayed at Camp
Premier, which has housed the National
Guard, displaced residents of the Parish,
and workers who were helping to reestablish local businesses. Camp Premier
was set up by the special events company Premier Productions and provided
shelters, hot showers, meals, and laundry services to those staying on site. A
curfew and lights-out policy was also
strictly enforced by security guards.
Cedarville students worked with
Samaritan’s Purse, the international
Christian relief organization headed by
Franklin Graham. Although Samaritan’s Purse is primarily responsible for
overseas operations such as Operation

Christmas Child, they have become a
powerful force in Chalmette.
Senior Cara Bodenmiller observed,
“The staff has been able to witness to
the homeowners as well as to the other
people in the FEMA camp by showing
that real hope does not come by relief
teams but through Jesus Christ.”
Sunday afternoon the team was
briefed about what they would be experiencing throughout the week. Cedarville
provided its team with respirator masks
and safety glasses, necessities for working in mold-filled homes. Samaritan’s
Purse provided the rest of the personal
protective equipment (PPE): hard hats
and sturdy work gloves.
Along with many other workers,
team leader Greg Briggs got a harsh
reminder of the devastation on Monday
morning. He said, “My most memorable
moment was probably stepping through
the door of our first house and coming
face to face with the reality of the devastation. I was overwhelmed at first. Everything was just ruined.”
Sophomore Merissa Devries was
also overwhelmed, but in a different
way: “We were already covered in mud
and mold, but [the homeowner] still insisted on giving each of us a bear hug in

is one of the hidden gems on this campus—a lot of students are not aware of it, or don’t realize how easily
accessible it is.” To find a tutoring session, students
can look up http://people.cedarville.edu/stuorg/sga/
window/tutors.doc.
The Cedarville University Writing Center can help
students overcome obstacles in the writing and revising
processes. The Center offers consultations on any and
all writing projects, from academic papers to creative

thanks for our work.”
The generosity of the homeowners
was unanimous, with reports of grateful
homeowners bringing cold drinks, desserts, and even treating one lucky work
group to a seafood dinner.
Meeting the homeowners also provided an opportunity for students to
share their faith, and Cedarville teams
presented each homeowner with a new
Bible after removing the debris from
their homes. The most encouraging part
of the week for senior Joe Miller was
when the owner of the second house
asked to pray for his team before lunch
on Wednesday. Her prayer was not for
herself or that her things would be salvageable, but for the Cedarville team
that was working on her house, that God
would be with them during their time in
Louisiana.
Although the Chalmette team has
been back in Ohio for about a week,
many would not hesitate to go back. As
junior political science major Shannon
Brunner noted, “If given the chance to
go down again, I would love to. Despite
all of the work we had to do, and the early hours we had to get up at, I had more
fun than I have had in a long time.”

assignments to grad school or scholarship applications.
The Center also offers workshops on citation styles, database use, and creative writing techniques.
Spring Break is over, and the end is in sight. Students need not allow piles of papers and projects to
overwhelm them. If they need help, it is available to
them. All they need to do is take advantage of it.
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Cedars Mission Statement
Cedars is the student newspaper of Cedarville University.
It exists to inform, encourage and inspire our campus
community by providing information and opinions about
the local, national and global communities in which we live.
Cedars seeks to foster intellectual and cultural curiosity in our
readership and play a complementary role in an academic
community dedicated to promoting a biblical worldview.

Long Live
the Truck
· Daniel Zimmerman ·
Contributing Writer

Conservation and global
warming: hot topics these days
(no pun intended). They’ve
been discussed everywhere
from CNN to our campus
newspaper, and many people
are trying to tell us how we’re
to blame for the destruction of
the great outdoors. Well, unlike most of the “experts” on
global warming, I grew up on
a farm. I could drive a tractor
before I could drive a truck, so
I spent a lot of time outdoors
and I thought I’d share with
you the view from my neck of
the woods.
First, rest assured that we
humans will not be responsible for the destruction of this
planet. Why? God tells us in
Revelation that destroying the
planet is His job, so I doubt
Earth will be inhospitable before then.
But besides the “we are
destroying the planet” trend,
another new trend is to “go
green” in new hybrid, “earth
friendly” cars. They are supposed to “conserve precious
fossil fuel” and make the air
“cleaner to breathe.” Now,
I’m not saying that hybrids
don’t have a practical use for
some people. If you live in the
city and all you do is brave the
concrete jungle, traveling from
parkway to parking garage,
then a hybrid or fully electric
car would be a perfect fit for
you. My problem is when
environmentalists in the city
look down their pious noses at
people like me in the country
and rail on us for driving big
gas-guzzling machines.
Well you see, Mr. City
Dude, I doubt a hybrid or electric truck would be adequate
for hauling a big trailer load
of grain out of a wet field the
morning after a light rain.
That’s more a job for a big,
Cummins Diesel pickup:
dually, 2-inch lift, painted
midnight black, two chrome
smoke stacks belching that
thick, black smoke. But I digress. The point is that there
are times and places when gas
guzzlers are a necessity.
But even at times when
they aren’t a necessity, what’s

wrong with wanting a truck
or car like that? In today’s
society,
environmentalists
try to make us feel guilty for
wanting vehicles that suck
gas and belch power. They
want to know why we really NEED that legendary V8
Hemi pumping out 425 horses
beneath the hood of that fullyrestored 1969 Dodge Charger,
or why we NEED that Duramax Diesel engine beneath
the hood of that big Chevy
Silverado, loud enough to be
heard three blocks away. They
say that’s “too much power.”
Yeah . . . so? Just because we
don’t NEED it doesn’t mean
we can’t WANT it.
Why do we want it?
Maybe it’s that deep desire
for power and strength that’s
nestled inside every man. That
rush men get when we spot a
classic muscle car cruising
by, when we hear the throaty
growl of a Harley idling at a
stoplight, when we see and
hear a big, chromed-out truck
hauling to its maximum potential. Some men may try
and suppress those feelings,
but they are there all the same:
it’s simply a matter of time before the right nerve is hit and,
if only for a brief second, that
basic desire of their masculinity emerges.
Let’s take another look
at that big diesel pickup I described earlier. Why do guys
like me like trucks like that?
Because the key to that beast
is like the Testosterone city
limit sign. It’s ready to get
down and dirty, ready to haul
anything, ready to be pushed
to its limit every day and be
ready the next day for more.
And when the mud is washed
off and the wax is rubbed on,
it’s ready to go to town and
gleam under the street lights,
ready to absorb the longing
looks of pretty girls who wish
they were on the inside looking out (instead of in their
boyfriend’s tiny Honda Civic),
ready to show the world that
yes, size still does matter, and
that power is still very attractive.
For working in the fields
or showing off in town, big,
mean trucks are here to stay.
You have your hybrids and
Datsuns; we have our Hemis
and Duramaxes. In the words
of Chevrolet: “LONG LIVE
THE TRUCK.”

Comic Christianity
Occasionally (two or three
where they meet the Tempt-Otimes a day) I hear something
Guilt Monster, the I-Me-Myabout a Cedarville Bubble. CeMiner, the Shrinky-Dink Bird,
· Brandon Colas ·
darville students both deride
and other cutesy manifestaStaff Writer
and love this Bubble, which
tions of sin.
is why we frequently ask ourThese comics are disturbselves such soul-searching questions as, “Is ing: that someone could write them, that
there life beyond the Bubble?,” “What do someone would publish them, and that somepeople look like outside of the Bubble?,” and one would buy them (Jason Ney, actually).
“If I leave the Bubble, will I contract a horBut Sanders’ strange world is nothing
rible disease, like scabies?” (Yes.)
compared to that of Chick Publications. These
Now, there also are sub-bubbles inside the cartoon tracts (published in over a hundred
Bubble itself. One of these sub-bubbles is our languages, including Tartar, Dendi, and Amuniversity bookstore. Like me, most students haric, which looks like space alien writing)
only use the bookstore for $.99 birthday cards make witnessing easy: rather than explain
for their sigyour testimony,
nificant other.
you leave one
But our bookin the restroom
store sells many
for someone to
more things!
read, who will
For a time, our
see it and flush
bookstore sold
it. Just kidFred Sanders’
ding! Actually,
Dr. Doctrine’s
they’ll read it
Christian Coand promptly
mix, a series DUKE, THE HAIRY ONE, REALIZES THAT HE
convert to a
of four books DOESN’T, IN FACT, HAVE TO GO TO HELL.
King
James
about theologiOnly version
cal topics. Afof Christianity.
ter the fourth
They’ll start to
book
was
see a Chickpublished the
Publicationsseries mysteriworld, where
ously stopped,
villains wear
despite dozens
turtleneck
of untouched
sweaters and
theological issports coats,
sues. Perhaps—
where ChristI hesitate to DUKE CORRECTLY RESPONDS “JESUS,”
mas is a Samake this as- USING THE SUNDAY SCHOOL FORMULA.
tanic holiday
sertion, but per(based on Baal
haps—Dr. Doctrine’s Christian Comix didn’t worship) and a worldwide organization called
sell well.
Killer Rock uses rock music to numb the
Dr. Doctrine is a sheep who walks about minds of all who listen, while Jesuits infiltrate
on two feet, which makes him look like a hu- churches preparing for a new inquisition.
man in a sheep suit. The plot of these comics
Talk about a bubble.
consists of Dr. Doctrine explaining theology.
My favorite Chick Tract is “The Sissy.”
Although this must have made sense in Sand- Chick Publications’ website summarizes it
ers’ mind, the thoughtful reader finds it pain- well: “Duke thought Jesus was a sissy, until
fully odd to watch a sheep discuss the book of a trucker explained to him the horrible price
Ephesians. These comics suffer from the fact Jesus paid so his sins could be forgiven. Then
that a talking sheep appeals only to children Duke saw that Jesus had more guts than anybetween the ages of four and eight. Yet Sand- one who ever lived. Great for truckers and bikers’ theological and biblical references require ers!” I would amend that last line to say: Great
background
for
truckers
in the subject
and
bikers
to understand
with the IQs of
(what
third
cauliflower!
g r a de r — or,
Duke, the
for that mattrucker, wears
ter, university
a cowboy hat
st udent—has
and a shirt
heard of Paul
commonly
Tillich’s theolcalled a ‘wifeogy?).
beater,’ and is
THIS CLAIM ABOUT CHICK T RACTS IS
These rhe- SOMEWHAT DIFFICULT TO BELIEVE.
hairy beyond
torically conall reason. His
descending comics have numerous disturb- shoulders need a weedwacker. On his way
ing moments. At one point in On the Word of into a restaurant, Duke tells his friend Billy
God, Dr. Doctrine debates iconography with Joe that Jesus was a sissy, whereupon an even
John of Damascus (an eighth-century theolo- huger trucker, wearing an extremely tight
gian). Weird. At the conclusion of the debate, shirt, asks them to a meal. Terrified, Duke and
Dr. Doctrine puns on contemporary computer his friend accept.
t e r m i n olo g y
In the resand concludes
taurant,
the
that Jesus is the
huge trucker
“WordPerfect”
quickly conwho “Quickvinces Duke
ens us,” while
that Jesus, the
the Holy Spirit
God-Man,
is the “Pagecreated
the
Maker” who
earth
and
“Excels.” John
came to save
wisely leaves.
people’s sins.
THIS XHOSA WARNING ABOUT SALVATION IS DELIGHTFUL
And in On the
The dialogue
TO READ ALOUD IN A THREATENING VOICE.
Christian Life,
is
astoundreaders are taken on the Great Sin Safari, ingly crisp: “Let me shake you up, Duke…the
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Bible says Jesus created the
universe. And he was God Almighty…in the flesh!” Duke
is astonished when he realizes
that Jesus could win any fight.
To cap his argument that Jesus is not a sissy, the man tells
Duke that Jesus will judge
those who died in their sins
and send them to hell. Soon
Duke, Billy Joe, and the waitress become converted. Then
the waitress offers to shave
Duke’s back! Not really. But
that’d be a good ending.
Although I enjoyed this
tract in English, it was particC ONTINUED ON
PAGE 8

NATIONAL
CHAMPION
Again!
n the middle of Spring Break, while many of us
were down in Florida soaking in the sun rays, Jason Scott was
staring at a bar 17’0¾” high. The only way for him to get above
it was to stick a pole in the ground. Scott cleared the bar on
his first attempt: an amazing feat in itself. This was, however, more
than just a personal best or a new school record. By clearing such
a height, he had just won the NAIA national title by an entire foot.
This was the crowing moment of an undefeated season by the junior
year exercise science major. With such marks, Scott has the ability
to compete even against giant NCAA Division 1 schools. This year
he would have tied for 13th against D1 vaulters across the nation.
Scott’s illustrious pole vaulting career started in his backyard when he was only 11 years old. His family owned a high jump
mat along with a shot put toe board. Scott would use the toe board
as the pit to put the pole into and would launch himself onto the high
jump mat. Scott describes his beginning as a “funny story,” since
probably no one else would use a toe board and a high jump mat to
learn how to pole vault. Since Scott is, however, rewriting the record books here at Cedarville, people don’t question his methods.
Some may wonder why Scott had a high jump
mat and toe board in his back yard. Jason’s dad, who
is an assistant coach here at Cedarville, was himself
a college decathlete. Coach Scott competed in the
Olympic Trials, finishing 9th, only a week after accidentally stepping on a nail. So one could say that
track and field is in Jason’s blood. Over the years,
Coach Scott has encouraged and helped Jason
to become the best vaulter he could be. Once he
started to see that Jason was improving at the
pole vault, he began to study it vigorously and
now gives his son advice at nearly every competition. Unfortunately, at the NAIA National
Meet, Coach Scott was unable to talk to Jason,
because the pole vaulting area is restricted for
pole vault coaches only. Later, Jason said, “I
missed [my dad being there] and I think that
was one of the reasons my form got a little
wack.”
Besides the difficulty of being at the
national meet and some “wacky” form, Scott
and his dad make a formidable pole vaulting
duo that currently has Jason ranked 13th in
the nation whether it is NAIA, or NCAA D1,
D2, or D3. Just in case you were wondering, he’d be number one in
Canada too.
At the NAIA Indoor National Championship, Scott (understandably) suffered from some butterflies. He eased his nerves,
however, by keeping his mind off the pole vault. The primary way
he did this was by watching the other Cedarville athletes competing
around him. One of them, Justin Mattern, cleared a personal best
in the pole vault on his first attempt. Seeing Mattern get a personal
record with such ease helped give Scott the confidence he needed
to vault over 17’.
During the meet, the pole vault was hyped because of its
close proximity to the stands. This helped create a prime atmosphere for Scott to vault in. As he put it, “the setup was great, it was
perfect.” After finally clearing 17’, he described it as a “crazy feeling,” and that it was satisfying to know his season goals were accomplished. Scott, however, stresses that, “it wasn’t me out there,
it was God. I always have to remember to give the glory to God.”
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Top 10 Valuters NAIA, NCAA D2 + D3
Name

School

Division

Mark

Jason Scott

Cedarville

NAIA

17’0.75”

Nick Pergande

Wisconsin La Crosse

NCAA D3

16’ 9.5”

Matt Novak

Wisconsin La Crosse

NCAA D3

16’ 9.5”

Matt Campbell

Mo. Southern

NCAA D2

16’ 8”

Kyle Rutledge

Mo. Southern

NCAA D2

16’ 8”

Jon Heinz

Wisconsin La Crosse

NCAA D3

16’ 5.5”

Kevin lark

Elizabeth College

NCAA D3

16’ 5.5”

Zach Johnson

Wisonsin Oshkosh

NCAA D3

16’ 5.5”

Derek Zulkoski

Nebraska Wesleyan

NCAA D3

16’ 5.5”

Sam Pribyl

So. Dakota

NCAA D2

16’ 4”
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Room to
Grow
· Bethany Deidel ·
Contributing Writer

Interestingly enough, the
most spiritually influential
thing in my life this semester is not chapel nor Bible
classes nor Bible studies,
but my Recent American
Literature class. We’ve just
finished up the sixties, a
beautiful mess of runaways,
revolution, and voices being
heard for the first time: some
shouting, some whispering,
some trembling with excitement, others being drowned
out or sloughing off into hibernation. I leave class every
Tuesday and Thursday asking myself what the sixties
could possibly have in common with my current spiritual state.
I think it is the messiness
and the honest search. The
thing that gets me about the
sixties is that everyone is
searching for something. The
society built on toasters and
picket fences, June Cleaver,
Pat Boone, suburbia, and
family dinners isn’t working.
People aren’t always nine to
five, pressed and polished,
or perky. So the hippies, the
housewives, the immigrants,
the Vietnam veterans, see
that and start looking for
something new. Nobody really knows where to find it,
that thing that fulfills or satisfies or gives meaning. They
don’t even know what the “it”
is, but they are searching.
The Beats, a precursor to
the sixties, drew me in. Their
search was a spiritual one,
their goal, the capital “IT,”
something their surrounding society couldn’t provide.
The society of neatly-defined
roles and comfortable prefab homes stifled the search
for those like the Beats,
who wanted something the
material American Dream
couldn’t offer for only $39.99.
Some of them responded by
parodying conventions, exposing their absurdities. Others howled. Allen Ginsberg
let out a long, gutsy howl,
one of anger and lamentation. Chuck the system. That
was his solution. Destroy the
thing that suffocates the best
minds so they can breathe
again, so we can breathe

Ask
Stella

again and dream again and
be again. He wanted room to
search.
Gregory Corso wanted
the same but said don’t destroy the system; reinvent it.
The whole thing isn’t flawed;
some of it can be salvaged.
So salvage what you can
and those things that stifle
the spiritual quest, get rid of
those. Always leave yourself
room to reinvent.
The sixties appeal to me
because spiritually, I’m a
mess. I am not always perky,
I have more questions than
I do answers, but I am honestly searching for God.
Sometimes I feel trapped by
the spiritual perkiness, and
sometimes the syrupy sweet
faces we put on or the absolute answers we give keep me
from being honest about my
real spiritual state, because I
am not soaring, I’m not running, not even walking at
a brisk pace. I am plodding
along, slowly but surely. And
sometimes I shuffle my feet
in reluctance, usually asking
questions all the way.
I spend a lot of time at
Cedarville trying to keep
the questions from showing.
They surface as cracks in my
plastic smile but everyone
else, or at least it seems like
everyone else, has smooth,
glossy smiles.
Sometimes, like Ginsberg
I want to let out a long howl
from the pit of my gut; I want
to rail against the perkiness
and the pretend happiness. I
feel frustrated and smothered
by pat answers and plastic
smiles, like I don’t have the
room to stretch and grow and
ask questions, or that I have
to catch up and keep up with
everyone else.
And so I want to let out
a massive howl and blow it
all away. But after reading
Corso’s poetry, I realize that
not everything must go. Even
the happiness is okay. But
let’s be real. Let’s give ourselves room to reinvent. By
reinvent, I do not mean make
up a religion from pieces of
Christianity that suit our
taste. I mean work with what
you have, in what you have,
but try something different:
try giving yourself room for
questions and honesty and
give other people room, too.
Let the cracks show.

Cedar Faces

Dr. Charles Clevenger
Professor of Piano
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Stop Abusing
Love
In
the
· by
name of love,
please
stop
abusing it. In the previous issue of Cedars, Bryce
Bahler, Justin Keller, and
Courtney DeSmit use their
vague, feel-good, pro-tolerance version of love as an
excuse to justify their opposition to the less “nice”
truths of scripture. Consider how they pit love
against doctrine, judging,
separation, and the preaching of the true gospel.
And, of course, those who
disagree with them are outraged,
bullhorn-blowing
legalists who refuse to see
the sin in their own lives.
This ridiculous dichotomy
shows a true lack of biblical discernment that, sadly,
represents most evangelical
thinking today.
First, love is not necessarily nice, unifying, or tolerant. True love is Christ’s
sacrificial work on the
cross to redeem rebellious
sinners (Rom. 5:8). This
is love, and yet it is “foolishness” to the lost (1 Cor.
1:18). It is offensive and
uncomfortable (Acts 2:37).
And we are commanded
to humbly and faithfully
preach it (2. Tim. 4:2) despite persecution, despite
personal loss, despite discomfort, despite our success rate (Matt. 10:17-39).
We are also commanded to
defend it (Jude 1:3, 1 Pet.
3:15).
Furthermore, the
Gospel is not a lifestyle but
a historical truth: Christ’s
death, burial, and resurrection (1 Cor. 15:3-4). Do not
misunderstand me—a gracious lifestyle is very good
and used by God (1 Pet.
3:1-2). But at some point
we must boldly open our
mouths and make known
the Gospel (Eph. 6:19), because “faith comes by hearing” (Rom. 10:15).
Second, judging is essential to the health of a
believer and the church as
a whole. We must “test all
things” (1 Thess. 5:21) to
rebuke error (Eph. 5:11),
to protect doctrine (Rom.
16:17), to guard ourselves
from sin (1 Cor. 15:33), and

to separate
from unbelievers
in
marriage and ministry (2
Cor. 6:14,17). This is spiritual discernment (1 Cor.
2:15), and is contrasted
with self-promoting, faultfi nding, and hypocritical
judgment (Matt. 7:1-5). I
hope to be judgmental just
like Christ (Matt. 7:15),
Paul (Acts 13:10), Peter (2
Pet. 2), and John (1 John
2:18-22) —whose preaching surely would not be
welcomed to many pulpits
today.
Specifically, Ms. DeSmit uses Romans 1 as an
excuse to disobey God’s
command to judge others.
But Paul is referring to the
habitual sin of the lost world
system, not believers. Had
she read closely she would
have seen that Chad Allen is twice condemned by
Paul since Allen not only
openly practices homosexuality but also promotes
it (Rom. 1:32). And Mr.
Keller writes that Allen’s
role as Nick Saint “will not
disintegrate the fabric of
the American Church” (as
though someone claimed
otherwise). But does he not
know that “a little leaven
leavens the whole lump”?
(Gal. 5:9) Ms. Jackson is
correct: tolerance leads to
compromise. The modern
“neo-evangelical” church
is proof of this.
Finally, we need to abandon the idea that what seems
most effective is what God
wants.
Defending New
Tribe Entertainment’s compromise, Mr. Keller and Ms.
DeSmit claim that we can’t
deny the lost opportunity
to minister with Christians
because it is “putting God
in a box.” Actually, they
are putting God in a box.
Who are we to decide how
His Gospel will be spread?
God doesn’t ask us to second-guess His will, only to
humbly obey His Word.
Christians should love
the lost, love the church,
and love God’s Word. That
is why I preach the “whole
counsel of God” unapologetically.

Keith Rice ·

1. If money were not an issue, in what way would you
contribute to society?
I would provide a free college education to every young
Christian who has a burning desire to be an artist (in any of the
creative disciplines) for the glory of God...and who would not
compromise his principles to gain fame.

2. How did you show kindness and/or compassion to
someone this week?
I abolished the attendance requirement for Humanities. Okay,
it wasn’t this week, but I didn’t do anything nearly that kind this
week.

3. What’s your favorite verse and how do you apply it to
your life? This week it’s Romans 5:8... “But God demonstrates
his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ
died for us.” I’m astounded at this, knowing my own sinfulness,
and am deeply motivated to allow Him to love others through me.

4. Think back to when you were a kid and there was one
thing you really wanted. You finally got it. Did it give
you the happiness you were expecting? (doesn’t have to
physical like a toy… it can be love, security, etc.)
I wanted a grand piano — not for the bragging rights, but because
even at 10 years of age, I could tell that a grand piano made a
different kind of sound — richer and better. It was always out of
reach fi nancially. But I fi nally got one 15 years ago...long time to
wait. And yes, it was everything I had dreamed. I can’t describe
the sheer, animal pleasure I get from playing it.

5. Trust takes years to gain, but seconds to destroy. Has
anyone ever broken your trust in a big way? If so, how? If
not, describe an instance where you’ve broken someone
else’s trust and how long it took to get back.
Thomas Kinkade. First I learned he’s not much of an artist...then
I learned he’s not even a very good man. I’m devastated. Okay,
I’m over it now.

Compiled by Julie Otis
Photography by Josh Wilcox
C ONTINUED
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ularly charming in French; Duke’s name is changed to Frankie
and he refers to Jesus as “cette poule mouillee,” which literally
means “that wet hen.” And Frankie’s post-conversion truck
has a bumper sticker that reads JESUS SAUVE!
In 1 Corinthians, Paul explains that the message of the
cross is foolishness to those who are perishing. That doesn’t
excuse such idiotic portrayals of the gospel as in Chick Tracts,
or the triteness found in Dr. Doctrine. Our Christian message,
if we think about it, is odd enough in its simple profundity. For
an unsaved world that doesn’t want to believe, we don’t need
to make the gospel more difficult by making it stupid. Bumper
sticker Christianity should disgust all of us.
This semester I’ve been researching how fundamentalist
culture portrays the Antichrist. Talk about some kooky books
and films. But this research has put some things at Cedarville
into perspective. Sure, there’s a bubble here, as in evangelical
subculture on the whole. But—and this is a big step for me to
say this—before we burst some of the bubbles around us, it’s
worth remembering that it could be far, far worse.

Dear Stella,
I am having some issues claiming my independence from my parents,
and Stella, I’m a junior. I feel like healthy boundaries aren’t being made
between me and my parents for a few reasons. First of all, I am the second
CEDARS’ ADVICE COLUMN
child, but the first girl to leave the house, so they are very cautious when it
comes to anything new that I experience. Also, I’m from New England, but, instead of helping, the
distance has made them more concerned and overpowering. For goodness sake I’m a junior, and
I don’t have tons of free time to talk to my mom and dad everyday. I mean, I love them so much
and am so thankful for all their support, but I’m 21 and I don’t need them to call to check on me
everyday. I need the emotional room to feel like I can expand and become who I am going to be. I
want to be able to tell them that I need this space, but I don’t know how to do that without hurting
their feelings. What would you suggest? — Rachel

Dear Rachel,
I would agree with you that it is time to establish those boundaries between you
and your parents. You can’t live under their care forever, and this is the time for you to
make a place for yourself in a community of your choosing. You need to assert your
own personhood, but you need them to empower you to do so. Your best bet is to sit
them down and explain this. You love them. You appreciate and respect them, but
the time has come for you to start your own life and maybe soon even your own family. You can’t do this in the way you would like to until you know that they believe
you can. Ask them for their permission to grow up. They love you, and they probably
know that the time has come to let you go. So if you clearly articulate that this is what
you need from them, then they will most likely listen to you. Be brave, Rachel; it is
your time. — Stella
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Student Faces

Can
Chapel
Help
Us?
Claire Kaemmerling
· Camille Morse ·

Sophomore English Major

1. If money were not an issue, in what way would you
contribute to society?
I would make things like a good education (specifically college)
and decent jobs more available to underprivileged families—single moms, kids from broken homes, that sort of thing. Not so
much like a welfare program, more like making it available to
people who really work hard but cannot seem to rise above their
circumstances.

2. How did you show kindness and/or compassion to
someone this week?
By intentionally fi nding ways to encourage or spend time with
a couple of people who are hard for me to love. Really, they are
the ones helping me because in doing that I am learning a lot
about giving up my own desires and how rewarding that can be!

3. What’s your favorite verse and how do you apply it to
your life?
My favorite verse is Psalm 16:11: “You will make known to me
the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; In Your right
hand there are pleasures forever.” I apply it to my life by striving to fi nd God’s path for my life, remembering that my job is to
bring glory to Him, and when I do that He will draw me to His
presence where I fi nd fullness of joy and pleasures forever.

4. Think back to when you were a kid and there was
one thing you really wanted. You finally got it. Did it
give you the happiness you were expecting? (doesn’t
have to be physical like a toy…can be love, security,
etc.)
As a writer who started at a very young age, I was always
looking for approval and encouragement that I really had talent
worth pursuing. I did have people in jr. high and high school
do that for me, but even more so since I’ve come to Cedarville.
It has surpassed my expectations because it has given me a
confi rmation and peace that I am pursuing what God has for
me. Knowing you are living in God’s will brings you a joy that
surpasses all circumstances.

5. Trust takes years to gain, but seconds to destroy. Has
anyone ever broken your trust in a big way? If so, how?
If not, describe an instance where you’ve broken someone else’s trust, and how long it took to get back.
There is someone very important in my life who turned out to
be completely opposite from who I thought they were. They still
to this day try to tell me that they are who they are not, even
though it is obvious that it isn’t true. This dishonesty broke my
trust in that person, and perhaps has affected the way I trust
most everyone. The important thing to remember is that one
relationship does not set the standard for all relationships. Just
because I know that I cannot trust that person doesn’t mean
everyone can’t be trusted.

Compiled by Julie Otis
Photography by John Hudson

Copy Editor

examine chapel in the first place. We can
always compare chapel to church, but that
seems to only lead it to denominationalist
difficulties that seem beside the point of a
service which, as a focal point of a Christian university, seems to demand a more
immediately accessible focus.
Personally, I see chapel as serving to
affirm our identity as a Christian university by expressing our collective struggles
and helping to guide us as we progress
together toward greater Christlikeness.
It does this by helping us examine our
world and our lives in order to improve
both in light of Biblical truth. This purpose, it seems to me, exists not in service
to, but growing out of, our common need
to affirm why we are here and where we
are going, and is one part of “the college
experience,” of exposing ourselves to
ideas to strengthen and redefine us.
Maybe I’m wrong and this only
reflects my personal difficulties with
church, but I think it worthwhile at least
to try to form a clear idea of what we’re
doing when we say we’re “having chapel.” We may be severely limited in how
we respond to the service because we feel
confused in our obligations toward it.
Overall, we tend to feel we must like chapel and, when we discuss what actually
happens during services, tend to couch

I worry about chapel. I worry that I
don’t take it seriously enough, that I take
it too seriously, that it’s overinformational, that it’s overemotional, that it’s disregarded or more central than it should be. I
think most of us do worry, because when
we’re not enraptured or desensitized by
chapel, we’re all genuinely trying to figure out what purpose chapel is supposed
to serve.
The “chapel” page on the web site
says that chapel is the outgrowth of our
commitment to study and practice the
Word of God. That’s well and good for a
brochure, but unfortunately doesn’t seem
to mean anything concrete, and I think
this difficulty is reflected in the tension
between administrators’ emphasis on
chapel as the “central hub” of campus,
and some students’ resistance to the idea
of having mandatory chapel at all.
Honestly, no matter how our PR department portrays it, to students the function of chapel seems to boil down to filling
a Bible minor requirement and taking five
before the next class, the next quiz, the
next nap or coffee. Already stretched, we
don’t feel we have time to sit through an
hour-long advertisement for “that magazine Bible thing,” or yet another chummy
acronymic exposition of Romans 12:2.
While many of us love chapel when we’re
awake, when we’re tired and stressed we
can’t process the message, and don’t see
the need to be there at all when we have
twenty million other things to do.
As a result, we too often find ourselves
quibbling over chapel’s tone instead of
its content, whining over one speaker’s
obtuse metaphors or the minimal entertainment value of our annual school behavioral policy discussion—or, perhaps
more often, getting caught in the endless
and often superficial debate over liberal
versus conservative church structures.
Or, like me, a fair amount of us can be desensitized to chapel, resigned to spending
every day’s 10:00 hour being in a blank of
semi-inattention.
Why?
I think we tend to get lost in the competing demands on chapel and forget the
need to clearly understand exactly what it
is we are doing. Speakers emphasize unity
and spiritual growth, but these ideas can
seem too distant from the here-and-now
reality of our lives, and only fuzz over
the fact that, like us, chapel is the concentrated result of a number of opposing demands—from trustees expecting to see
conservative values upheld in traditionally structured services, to a music department heavily relying on chapel services to
refine its performance, and a student body
worn from hours of absorbing theory and
expecting amusement to alleviate stress,
these often-conflicting demands
all come to bear.
But while we continue to regard the packaged definition as
sufficient to define the chapel’s
intended role, we remain confused and superficially-focused,
because we have nothing more
substantial to hold to, no reference
5SED
point or even basis by which to
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our spirituality in such vague terms that
we end up cornered and unable to question anything, as though the subjective
nature of chapel’s influence precludes any
opportunity for constructive criticizing
or creatively exploring other approaches
than the traditional form, which we might
validly oppose if we had some definitive
basis from which to work.
Chapel isn’t PACL. We can’t evaluate it as a win/lose, pass/fail course, and
we only complicate the problem when we
limit our view of it to the technical elements of music and rhetoric. If we have
any motivation to see ourselves actively
supporting each other to become more
Christlike, chapel should be worth more
to us than that, far more than to dismiss
it in the constant shuffle of speakers and
singers.
In the larger context, as part of a
church body whose testimony is seriously
compromised by the hypocrisies of ignorance and inaction, we must hold chapel
and ourselves more accountable than that,
and seek to evaluate chapel, like the other
elements of school life, differently, to better understand not only what, but how
and why and to what end, we hold daily
chapel. If we can begin to do that, maybe
someday we’ll learn to stay awake, too.
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Sports
March Madness:
Upsets Galore

Softball Breaks Even in Ft. Myers
· Andrea Walker ·
Contributing Writer

· Andrew Sweigard ·
Contributing Writer

JOHN HUDSON | CEDARS

The warm Florida sun
radiated down, the soft dirt
swirled in the gentle breeze,
constant invigorating chatter rose from the field and
bench alike, and fourteen
Cedarville women were in
softball heaven. The Lady
Jackets seemingly average
7-7 spring break record
belies their impressive performance both on and off
the field while down in Ft.
Myers, Florida. While they
did not meet all of their statistical goals, such as winning at least 10 out of the
14 games, the women far
surpassed their relational,
experiential and spiritual
goals.
If the 22 hour bus ride
down to Ft. Myers did not
help bond the Lady Jackets together, then certainly
the four back-to-back nailbiting games the day after
their arrival did. Cedarville ended their fi rst day
1-3, but each loss was a
tough battle fought in extra
innings.
A few of the goals the
women had set were to improve communication, to
gain experience playing together, and to develop mental toughness; all of which
were met within the fi rst
few games and superseded
as the week progressed.
The best portrayal of
the Lady Jackets’ mental toughness came in the
second-to-last game of the

Senior Allie Smith warms up her arm in a practice session.

week. With the game on the
line in the bottom of the last
inning, the umpires made a
highly-debated call which
sent Jackie Greetham back
to the bench as the fi rst out
in an attempt to steal second base. Not to be daunted by a frustrating setback,
Aubree Munson produced
the winning run only moments later after walking
to fi rst, gaining second on
a wild pitch, advancing to
third on a sacrifice fly by
Erica Schroeder, and scoring on a throwing error.
While the Lady Jackets made valuable memories on the field, it was the
experiences off the field

which will hold the most
lasting impressions and
which drew them closest together. The women
desired for the trip to be
about more than just softball; above all, they sought
to use every opportunity to
represent Christ. One way
in which they were able to
do that is through written
testimonies.
Before every game, each
Cedarville player personalized a card to one or two of
the opposing players, sharing the real reason for why
they play and leaving their
e-mail addresses. Already,
several of the women have
been contacted and have

begun building relationships with players from
different teams. A few of
the Lady Jackets were also
able to witness to several
people along the beach.
The hard fought games,
the lengthy bus rides, the
ministry
opportunities,
and the relaxing free time
in the retreat center and
on the beach all worked
together to build relationships and establish unity
that surprised even the
coaches. The Lady Jackets are excited to take what
they gained in Florida and
build upon it to create an
unforgettable season.

Abrupt Ending for CU Basketball Teams
· Ryan Short ·
Contributing Writer

Every year, thousands of basketball
teams across the nation set out with one
goal—to be the last team standing at the
end of the postseason. High preseason
rankings for Cedarville University
men’s and women’s basketball teams led
them to believe that a NAIA National
Championship was very much within
their reach. As the season progressed,
the two teams appeared to be heading
in different directions. In the end, however, the season for both teams came to
a bitter and abrupt conclusion. While
neither team made a reality out of the
dream of becoming National Champions, the season was not without success
and sweet memories.
The men’s basketball team finished
the season in a disappointing manner.
Needing to win the AMC tournament
to advance to NAIA Nationals, the team
traveled to rival Mount Vernon Nazarene accompanied by a raucous student
section roughly 75 deep. Despite the
importance of the game, the Jackets collectively forgot their jump shots back in
Cedarville. As a team, the Jackets shot
a dismal 31.9 percent from the field, 22.2
percent from three, and 46.2 percent
from the charity stripe. Notwithstanding the poor shooting performance, the
game went down to the wire with the
Cougars eventually winning 61-56. The
56 points and the 31.9 percent from the

field were both season lows for the Jackets. For the first time since 2001-2002,
the Jackets failed to advance to the National Tournament.
The women’s basketball team rolled
into the National Tournament in Sioux
City, Iowa riding a 17 game winning
streak, including, in the last four years,
a 71-1 league record. The Jackets were
the number one overall seed in the
tournament. They rolled through the
first two games by an average scoring
margin of 37. In the third round, the
Jackets matched up with Northwestern
College, a team that had been ranked in
the top five in the nation all year. In one
of the great games of this year’s tournament, the Lady Jackets were defeated
77-76. Brittany Smart set a tournament
and school record with 47 points in the
game. The loss ended a streak of National Championship appearances at
two.
The tough endings to the seasons for
both teams did not overshadow some
outstanding individual performances
throughout the year. On the men’s team,
Mugabe Thomas was named a second
team All-American for the second consecutive year. Thomas, a senior communications major, is the first ever twotime All-American in CU history. He is
only the second player in school history
to score over 2,000 points and pull down
over 1,000 rebounds. He will go down
as one of the most exciting players to
ever come out of Cedarville and could

be the first ever Jacket to be selected in
the June NBA draft. For the women’s
team, Brittany Smart was a repeat on
the All-American first team. Joining
her as All-Americans were junior Karah
Walton (third team) and senior Emily
Delimpo (honorable mention). Delimpo
graduates as the tenth leading scorer and
second leading rebounder in Lady Jacket history. Kristi Beougher and Stacie
Travis were honored as All-American
Scholar Athletes.
The sting of defeat will fuel the Jackets’ off season. After just a few days off,
most of the ballers from both teams have
been back in the gym, trying to ensure
that next season won’t end as soon as
this one did. For the ladies, a core of
juniors return with the experience of
success and great expectations for their
senior campaign. Anything less than a
national championship will be a frustration for the Lady Jackets.
The men’s basketball team will
have to search for an identity apart
from Mugabe Thomas and Drew Borton. The two have been staples for the
last four seasons, the most successful in
the history of the program. The seniors
leave behind a talented, capable, and determined group. The Jackets return 11
players from last year’s roster. However,
with the exception of Daniel Rose, the
majority of the returning players lack
size. The coaching staff is looking to
recruit someone to fill the void left by
Thomas and Borton in the middle.

I’ve been watching the NCAA tournament for as long
as I can remember, and each year the competition gets
better and the tournament becomes more exciting. Last
year, it was Illinois and North Carolina in the fi nal game,
with North Carolina coming out on top 75-70 after a hardfought battle. Between those two teams there are six players who are now active members of the NBA this year,
probably making it one of the more star-studded NCAA
fi nals in history.
This year has been no exception in terms of excitement
and unpredictability. The bracket created by the selection committee on Sunday, March 12 featured eight teams
from the Big East conference (including two number 1
seeds), six teams from the Big Ten conference, and four
teams from the Missouri Valley conference, the most in
conference history.
This year’s bracket was extremely difficult to predict
because of the equality of all the teams. No one team
stands out on the bracket, except maybe Connecticut, and
even they have serious weaknesses. My Final Four picks
came out LSU (4), Gonzaga (3), UCONN (1), and Ohio
State (2). I have UCONN and Gonzaga playing in the fi nal
game with UCONN winning by the score of 83-76.
With the bracket set, games commenced at 12:15 p.m.
Thursday, March 16, and for the next four days, hoops
fans were glued to their television sets. The fi rst round
produced many upsets, including George Mason (11) over
Michigan State (6), Texas A&M (12) over Syracuse (5),
Montana (12) over Nevada (5), and Northwestern State
(14) over Iowa (3). The annual number 12 seed beating a
number 5 seed happened twice this year in the fi rst round.
In addition to these upsets, almost every game was close
except for UCLA (2) blowing out Belmont (15) 78-44 and
Arizona (8) beating up on Wisconsin (9) 94-75.
Even the number 1 seeds all had trouble with their supposedly overmatched number 16 opponents. All of the
number 16 seeds at some point during their games looked
like they might be able to pull off the fi rst ever number 16
seed victory in a NCAA tournament. Albany was especially impressive against UCONN, going up twelve points
with eleven and a half minutes to go in the game.
There were also quite a few overtime games or games
that were decided by a last second shot. Boston College (4)
had to win in double overtime against Pacific (13), Indiana
(6) won over San Diego State (11) on a last second three by
Robert Vaden, and Tennessee (2) advanced over Winthrop
(15) due to an unbelievable, heavily guarded, off-balance
jump shot from the corner by guard Chris Lofton.
After the fi rst round, both the Big East and the Big
Ten had lost three of their teams and the Missouri Valley conference advanced only two of their four. However,
Northern Iowa (10) put up a great fight against a massive
Georgetown team (7), San Diego State (11) almost beat
Indiana (6), and Bradley (13) came up with an unlikely
win over Kansas (4).
The second round looked as if it could be just as exciting as the fi rst with many excellent match-ups, some
expected, some unexpected. Bradley (13) continued its
success by defeating Pittsburgh (5) to become the lowest-seeded team to reach the Sweet 16 this year. George
Mason (11) also proved that they belong in this tournament by beating the defending champions North Carolina
(3) 65-60.
Two of the four number 2 seeds went down in the second round including the Big Ten Champion Ohio State
Buckeyes and the overrated Tennessee Volunteers to number 7 seeds Georgetown and Wichita State, respectively.
Indiana also lost to Gonzaga and Illinois to Washington,
which eliminated all Big Ten teams from the tournament.
Sweet 16 action starts this Thursday, March 23, and
completes on Friday the 24 while the Elite Eight games
will be played Saturday the 25 and Sunday the 26, after
which we will have our Final Four teams.

Speculation of next season is just that: speculation. Nothing is set in stone and a team that looks good on paper is nothing if it doesn’t put in the practice to be able to perform in
the game situation. Without question, basketball is a heralded
tradition at Cedarville. Regardless of the success of either program, the Callan Athletic Center will be filled with a couple
thousand excited fans watching a game they love in one of the
best small college basketball atmospheres in America.

Thursday, March 23, 2006
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SPORTS

Cedarville University home baseball
game hosted at

SEASON OUTLOOK:
Men’s and Women’s Tennis
· Justyn Yager ·
Contributing Writer

DAYTON’S
FIFTH THIRD FIELD
Vs

Wilmington College
Wednesday April 19 : 6:00 pm
Ticket Package - $10.00
Includes ticket, free hat, 5$ food voucher, transportation via charter bus to
and from the game, and entry into a drawing for free
Dragons gear!
AVAILABLE IN THE LOWER SSC April 3-18

SEASON OUTLOOK: Golf
· Richie Reeder ·
Contributing Writer

It’s springtime, and soon
it will be warm enough for
the Yellow Jacket Men’s Golf
Team to hit the links for another season. Fielding a squad
without any seniors, welcoming a notable transfer, and giving two incoming freshman a
starting nod give the men a
fresh look and renewed confidence.
The golf squad is led by
juniors Adam Schlappi and
Scott Aker. Named to the AllAmerican Mideast Conference Team in 2005, Schlappi
posted the third-lowest season
average in school history at
75.8 as a sophomore last year.
Aker, a transfer from nearby
Wittenberg University, has
some notable victories in his
career including the 2003

Springfield City Amateur
Championship. He earned
the Yellow Jacket low-score
in all 5 matches this fall as
well, with an average of 72.11
strokes per round.
The Yellow Jackets’ fall
season was highlighted by
winning the Wittenberg Invitational. Scott Aker fired
a school-record two-under
par 142 for 36 holes, while
CU finished first out of seven
teams with a tournament and
season-low score of 599. Aker
claims that even though the
Yellow Jackets have a tournament title under their belt, they
still haven’t reached their full
potential: “We played well,
but by no means our best. I
think that we are still figuring
out just how good we can be.”
For the men’s golf team
it’s not just about monstrous

drives, birdies, fine-tuned
strokes, and breath-taking
putts. The focus of this team
is on character, integrity, and
sportsmanship. Aker summed
it up best, “We expect to play
well, but act even better.”
One way that Schlappi
keeps his focus and testimony
is by marking his golf ball
with the team motto: “FROG.”
Fully Rely On God. “When
guys on the other teams see
how I mark my ball, it gives
me an opportunity to minister,” said the Cedarville High
School graduate.
You can catch the Yellow
Jacket men’s golf team in action during their very own
Cedarville Invitational held
on April 17th and 18th at the
Country Club of the North
and Beavercreek Golf Club in
Beavercreek, Ohio.

The Yellow Jacket men’s
tennis team has a lot to look
forward to this upcoming
season. After finishing last
season 17-8 overall with a 7-1
record in the American Mideast Conference, they return
four of their top five players.
Head Coach Alan Edlund has
already coached the Jackets
to 143 victories in the past 11
seasons.
Tim Hartman will again be
leading the way for the netters
at the number 1 singles spot.
He is a three time NCCAA
All-American and a three
time All-American Mideast
Conference performer in both
singles and doubles. He has
an impressive career record
of 50-22 at singles. Jake Bezeck also returns to the lineup
after going 15-9 at number 3
singles last year. The other
two returning from last year’s
top five are Mike Rhoads and
Dan Ballard. Rhoads went 138 last spring in the number 4
spot and Ballard was an impressive 19-4 as a freshman
playing number 5 singles.
It is more than experience that excites the Jacket
men. Jacob Rogers and Kevin
Furst are two newcomers that
have the talent to improve the
team even in their first season. Derek Hostetter who saw
limited singles time last year

as a rookie, will also bolster
a strong lineup. According to
Edlund, this years schedule is
more difficult than last year’s,
so don’t be fooled by the record. Jacob Bezeck said,
“We’re returning four of
our top five players from last
year and we have two freshmen who will contribute to
the lineup. Overall, I think
a big difference in this year’s
team will be experience. We
will probably be a lot better
than our record will show because we are playing a lot of
very tough competition but
that will better prepare us for
the conference matches.”
Coach Pam Johnson and
the Yellow Jacket women also
have a lot to be optimistic
about this spring. The Lady
Jackets return a strong group
that finished 11-9 overall and
were fourth at the NCCAA
National Tournament. Leading this group of returnees is
Jodi Kraker, who was voted
to the NCCAA All-American First Team in singles and
doubles for the third straight
year last spring. She earned a
6-9 mark at number 1 singles
and a 7-12 record at number 1
doubles.
Kraker’s doubles partner,
Alisa Rutt, is also returning
after being named NCCAA
Second Team All-American
in both singles and doubles
while posting a 9-7 record at

number 2 singles. When asked
about the upcoming season,
Rutt said,
“As a team, we’re all really looking forward to the
competition of the season to
get started. We’re working
hard to be at the top of our
division and go to Nationals
again, and of course, we’re
definitely going to have lots of
fun along the way. It’s going
to be an exciting season!”
Luara McCully, Olivia
Dolph, and Melinda Workman round out those returning to the lineup. Along
with the returnees, the Lady
Jackets have added transfer
student Betsy Verwys and
freshman Anna Strayhorn.
Verwys transferred to Cedarville after posting an 8-2 singles record last year at Grand
Rapids Community College,
and Strayhorn enters her Cedarville career after playing
doubles for her undefeated
high school team, which won
the Maine State Championship in 2005. Coach Johnson
summed up the team’s goals,
“We will be seeking to
improve our win-loss results
as compared to last year, to
improve our standing in our
Division within the conference and thus qualify for the
NAIA Region IX Tournament, and to finish in the top
three at the NCCAA National
Tournament.”
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just missed qualifying for the semifinals, yet
he still ran the 60m hurdles in 8.44s while
Peacock broke Michaela Bolton’s prestigious weight throw record with a heave of
49’4½”. Hilty broke her own school record
in the prelims of the 600m in 1:34. She went
on to place 4th overall in the final, giving her
All-American status.
Other notable performances for the Jackets on Friday were Dan Campbell in the 5K
(15:26), Nicole Santos in the 3K (10:46),
and Kevin Hall in the mile (4:26).
Jason Scott highlighted Saturday’s performances as he became the first male track
and field athlete in Cedarville University
history to win two NAIA national titles. After claiming the outdoor pole vault title his
freshman year, Scott blew away the competition at the dome with a personal best vault
of 17’0¾”. Scott broke his own school record with the leap and also defeated all other
jumpers by a foot. Justin Mattern also vaulted well as he made a personal best 15’1” on

his first attempt of the competition.
Sam Maat was the final All-American for
the Cedarville squad, placing 6th in the 5K
in 17:42 while freshman Ben Michaud just
missed recognition by one centimeter with
a throw of 52’7½”, placing him 7th in the
shot-put. Christina Reyes and Sarah Ensslen also competed well for CU as Reyes ran
the mile in 5:16 and Ensslen triple jumped
37’9½”. Ensslen placed 8th overall in the
event despite pulling her hamstring in the
long jump a day earlier.
CU Track and Field proved over spring
break that they can compete in the NAIA.
They hope to build on their good performances this indoor season to carry them to
outdoors. The Jackets’ first outdoor meet of
the season will be this Saturday, March 25,
at home. Come support the track team as
they attempt to meet standards for the NAIA
Outdoor National Championships held in
Fresno, California!

Fire-Free Spring Break for Baseball
· Phil Buben ·
Contributing Writer

The Cedarville University baseball team
had a very successful spring break trip to Sarasota, Florida. They participated in the Eastern
Mennonite Classic with five other midwestern
schools. And for a change of pace, the team
was able to use the same bus all the way down
and back…no fires this time.
Led by solid pitching from sophomore
Matt Houchin and key hitting performances
from Richie Reeder, Paul Wilson, and Brady
Workman, the Jackets took the tournament
opener from host Eastern Mennonite 5-3.

That same day, the Jackets also defeated Trinity International 8-1. After a 1-1 stalemate
went into the ninth inning, Paul Wilson hit a
two-run single, followed by a barrage of Cedarville hits. Houchin, Noble, and Totten all
had multi-hit games.
The Jackets ended up 4-5 in the tournament, including a 14-13 victory over Northwestern. Alex Pummel, Brady Workman,
Richie Reeder, Matt Totten, and Andrew
Noble all hit homers as the Jackets pounded
16 hits off Red Raider pitching.
One of the biggest highlights from the
tournament was the announcement of three
CU All-Tournament players. Tim Hubler,

Richie Reeder, and Andrew Noble were given
a plaque recognizing their excellent performances in Florida.
Off the field, the Jackets were complimented on their testimony by fans, opponents, and
even by tournament director Rob Roeshly,
who added, “Cedarville has raised the bar for
what it means to be a Christian team in this
tournament.”
After ten hours on the road, the Jackets
concluded their trip with a double header at
Berea, KY. Cedarville split the series, losing
4-11 and winning 9-2. Freshman standout
Derek Koogler pitched well in the second
game and was supported by a 17-hit offensive

attack.
Coach Greg Hughes was encouraged by
his team’s initial performance: “I am proud
of the godly manner in which the team conducted themselves. We demonstrated that we
are a much better ball club—both offensively
and defensively—than in years past.”
The 5-7 Jackets look ahead to 11 of 13
remaining March home games. On April 19
they will be hosting Wilmington College under the lights on Dayton’s Fifth-Third field.
Come support the baseball team in their pursuit of victory.
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